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HeyBlue! enters Electronic World  

HeyBlue! as you have known it 
for the last 20 years continues 
to undergo massive changes.  
And the BCBUA Board of Direc-
tors is pleased to announce 
that we are entering new terri-
tory in an effort to constantly 
improve the product.  With the 
success of the online version of 
HeyBlue! over the past 16 
months, the board recently 
decided to produce only 1 
printed version of HeyBlue! 
annually and send the remain-
der of the issues out electroni-
cally to our membership.  
There is some solid reasoning 
behind this decision.  Firstly, 
the vast majority of our mem-
bership is computer literate 
and able to access this infor-
mation on the web at our as-
ǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ǿŜōǇŀƎŜΣ 
www.bcbua.ca .     

Secondly, the printed  product 
is extremely time-consuming 

and labour intensive to format 
and print out. Our editors are 
able to format an online edi-
tion in hours compared to the 
days it took to layout, print, 
and mail out the printed hard 
copy. 

Finally, and most importantly, 
is the cost factor.  It was cost-
ing our association nearly 
$2000 per issue to print and 
mail an edition to each house-
hold 3 times per year, many of 
which were returned to us as 
undeliverable anyway.  It 
seems like a significant misuse 
of funds in this day and age, 
never mind the obvious envi-
ronmental costs that are so 
ǇǊŜǾŀƭŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ǿƻǊƭŘΦ Lǘ 
costs the membership zero 
dollars to publish this informa-
tion online an infinite number 
of times if we so choose.  Since 
we intend to produce 1 
printed version each fall, in 

advance of the AGM, simple 
math would indicate that we 
will immediately save $4000 a 
year on publishing costs.   

As you are probably also 
aware, funding issues are 
plaguing all sports organiza-
tions in our province as Gam-
ing Grants are not being ap-
proved. 

BCBUA is no exception.  We 
are looking for ways to save 
money so that we can con-
tinue to offer top notch pro-
grams to our members.  In this 
case, we feel that we have 
enacted a solid plan to save 
money, while providing our 
members with a better infor-
mation vehicle.  We hope you 
like it.  If you have questions or 
comments about this decision, 
please feel free to speak to any 
BCBUA board member or com-
ment through the BCBUA Fo-
rum page. 

BCBUA Honours Its Founding Fathers 

It was November 1974, and 9 
men met at the Newton Inn 
to discuss the formal begin-
nings of today what we call 
the BC Baseball Um-
pires Association.  
Shortly thereafter, 
regular meetings of 
the newly formed as-
sociation were held in 
Victoria at the Imperial 
Inn. 

Richard Christie was 
one of those original 9 
men and he outlines 
the history of this as-
sociation on our webpage.   

On November 21, 2009, 5 of 
these surviving members 
were honoured at our 35th 
anniversary celebrations held 
in the same hotel which was 

once called the Imperial Inn. 

Original Founding members 
honoured were Doug Hudlin 
(first President), Howard 

Chapman (first Supervisor), 
Richard Christie, Bill Murphy, 
and Chuck Blaikie.  Most of 
these men have served our 
association more or less con-
tinuously for 35 years. 

Each of these men was pre-
sented with a plaque signify-
ing their long service to our 
membership and they took 

time to speak about their 
experiences with the 
BCBUA.  There was an 
excellent memorabilia 
display created by organ-
izer Eric Rasmussen. 

Also, former Major 
League umpire Ian Lam-
plugh of Victoria was 
given a special recogni-
tion award for being the 
most successful BCBUA 

product in the 35 year history 
of the association. 

For those in attendance, it 
was a great celebration of 
history, life, and old umpiring 
stories. 

http://www.bcbua.ca/
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BCBUA AGM 2009 Highlights  

John Berry Acclaimed as BCBUA President 

.ǳǊƴŀōȅΩǎ WƻƘƴ .ŜǊǊȅ ǿŀǎ 
acclaimed to his 4th term 
as BCBUA President at 
the November 22 Annual 
General meeting in Victo-
ria.  Berry ran unopposed 
as has been the case in 
each of his previous 3 
election bids. 

With his election, Berry 
joins Doug Hudlin (1974-
1981) and Bill Murphy 

(1991-1998) as the only 4 term Presidents in the associa-
ǘƛƻƴΩǎ орȅŜŀǊ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΦ 

Treasurer Lorne Raymond officially turned over his re-
sponsibilities at the AGM, and Fabian Poulin of Nanaimo 
was acclaimed to the position. 

There was another change to the BCBUA Board of Direc-
tors with the unexpected decision by Area 4 Director Rob 
Allan not to run for re-ŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴΦ  !ōōƻǘǎŦƻǊŘΩǎ wƘƻƴŘŀ 
Pauls, the former Assistant Area Director, ran successfully 
to replace Allan and became the new Director for Area 4.  
Allan will become the BCBUA Database Manager. 

All other board positions remained the same. 

Richard Christie Immortalized 

It seemed only fitting 
that on the weekend 
where BCBUA recog-
nized 35 years of his-
tory, and recognized 5 
of the men who are still 
alive today who started 
it, that one of these 
men was immortalized 
with his own award.  
Provincial Supervisor 
Richard Christie was 
honoured by the Board 

of Directors by having the Unsung Hero award renamed as 
the Richard Christie Award ς for the Unsung Hero. All living 
Founding Members except Richard have an award named 
after them and board members felt it was time to right this 
injustice.  Founding Members have been honoured in such a 
fashion over the past number of years as BCBUA counted 
down towards the 35th anniversary. 

New Assistant Provincial Supervisors Announced 

BCBUA Provincial Supervisor Richard Christie has announced 
that he has appointed 2 Assistants Supervisors to share the 
chores of leading the Education of all umpires in the province 
and the operation of the National Program. 

Troy Carmont and Steve Boutang were announced to the 
positions at the AGM and their appointment takes effect im-
mediately.  Carmont and Boutang are both level 5B umpires 
and each have over 25 years umpiring experience. 

In the immediate term, Carmont will be in charge of instruc-
tor and clinic bookings in the Lower Mainland, while Boutang 

BCBUA Hall of Fame Created 

The BCBUA Board of Directors approved a proposal by 
Awards Chairman Steve Boutang to create a Hall of Fame 
for umpires who have had outstanding careers on the 
field.  A selection committee made up of long standing 
and respected umpires in BC has been formed to make 
the initial election of up to 5 umpires into this new 
award category.  Anyone can make a nomination.  Please 
contact Steve Boutang if you would like to nominate 
someone or want more information on the process. 

National Umpire Certification Program 

BCBUA has 6 more nationally certified instructors in its midst.  The 6 were on hand for the intensive Caravan training program in 
Edmonton in late October.  Graduates are: Troy Carmont, Chet Masse, Rhonda Pauls, Chris Addison, Jim Train, and Danny Huzar. 
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BCBUA AGM 2009 Highlights  Continued...  

2009 Award Winners Announced 

The BCBUA congratulates all of the award winners for the 2009 baseball season.  We were fortunate to have our Original mem-
ōŜǊǎ ƛƴ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŀƴŎŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ !Da ǘƻ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƴŀƳŜǎŀƪŜ ŀǿŀǊŘǎ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǊŜŎƛǇƛŜƴǘǎΦ 

Howard Chapman Senior Umpire of the Year Award -  Will Hunter, Courtenay 
Ian Lamplugh Up and Comer Award - Nick Moore, Courtenay 
DŜƻǊƎŜ /ƻƴƴŜƭƭȅ .ǳƛƭŘŜǊΩǎ !ǿŀǊŘ - Lloyd Nelson, Rutland 
Doug Hudlin Distinguished Service Award - Don Hass, Richmond 
Bill Murphy Most Improved Umpire Award - Jim Train, White Rock 
Chuck Blaikie Outstanding Contribution Award - Eric Rasmussen, Victoria 
Richard Christie Unsung Hero Award - George Smith, Richmond 
 

Pro-Image Junior Umpire of the Year 

Area 1 ς  Jordan King-Nyberg, Lake Cowichan 
Area 2 ς Morgan Wasiliew, Comox 
Area 3 ς Brayden Koslowsky, Abbotsford 
Area 4 ς Griffin Troup, Halfmoon Bay and Jonah Lussier, Halfmoon Bay 
Area 5 ς Kyle McLennan, Ladner 
Area 6 ς Jordan Avila, Kamloops 
Area 7 ς Micah Reim, Vernon 
Area 8 ς Jerrod Roberts, Cranbrook 
Area 9 ς none submitted 

Additional Award for Junior Umpires 

BCBUA Board of Directors voted unani-
mously to supplement the Pro Image Jr. 
Umpire of the Year award with a $300 
annual fund which will be utilized by the 
Awards Committee to provide additional 
recognition to our youth umpires who 
have earned this award.  This policy will be 
in effect each successive year starting in 
2010. 

�&�h�E���&�����š�•�Y 

The Baseball Hall of Fame in Cooperstown New York opened in 1936.  When it 
opened it was to celebrate the 100th anniversary of the origination of the game of 
Baseball.  There were 5 original members: 

Ty Cobb, Babe Ruth, Walter Johnson, Christy Mathewson, and Honus Wagner. 
There are 291 men currently enshrined including 9 umpires.  The newest umpire 
inducted was Doug Harvey who will be enshrined in 2010. 

Did You Know??? 
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runs fro
m November to

 February) w
ill fe

ature mainly 

daytim
e games.  E

vidently there is a ban on non es-

sential artifi
cial lig

hting in urban areas at night ς 

which means no fie
ld lighting for night baseball 

games. 


