Issue Spotlight: Vancouver Island Area 1

Editors note: As a new regular feature of HeyBlue! Online, we will be featuring all of the areas of the Province. If you
have an interesting tournament or event in your area or you just think that one of your local umpires
need to be recognized for outstanding work this season, drop us a line and we will make sure that it is

BASEBALL

included in upcoming issues.

Well we have had an eventful

winter here in Area 11n No-
vember 2009 we hosted the
BCBUA AGM as well as the
35" Anniversary party of the
Association.We were able to
honour 6 of the founding
members of the BCBUA as
well as recognize lan

most successful umpirdt
was a wonderful night espe-
cially to hear stories told by
Mr Doug Hudlin, who at-
tended with his wife
Agnes.It was a privilege to
be able to honour Mr. Hudlin
along with the rest of the
founding members.They are

on the field as part of the
BCBUA as we are today.

We had planned to hold a
Level 3 clinic in Victoria in
February.Sadly this had to
be cancelled due to lack of
interested people (we had 9
people registered)Now any-
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< BCBUA President John Berry the BCBUA. It is the intentionIn other Board developments
has announced some change®f the Board and Baseball BC Okanagan South Area Director
N to the Provincial Supervision to begin identifying the proce- Dennis Windsor has resigne
0 structure effective immedi-  dure that will be used to selectfor personal reasons. Windsor
" ately. Richard Christie remainthe next Supervisor. was in his third year as Area
as Supervisor, but his intentionl_ : Director following his reloca-
o : : . he goal will be to have are- . .
is to step down following this . tion from Manitoba. No re-
placement for Christie in place . e
_ current baseball season. In placement was identified, but
. : in advance of the Baseball .
the meantime, Assistant Su- . : erry is hopeful that some-
o . Canada National meetings an . -
s pervisors Troy Carmont and Conference in Richmond in ody will be willing to take on
Steve Boutang will take a more the role in the short term.
. . L éarly November.
> active role in the direction of
- ) C_ Calendar of Events
— I
< C ) ——
B April 1-4 Baseball Canada Leveb4Jmpire clinic Kamloops
May 2730 John Main Peewee Ladner/Tsawwassen
t O July 1618 Jr. Provincials Kamloops
g July 29Aug. 2  Midget AAA Provincials Kamloops
July 29Aug. 2  Midget AA Provincials Prince George
< — July 36Aug. 1  Premier Provincials Nat Bailey, Vancouver
5 q) July 3GAug. 2  Sr. Men's Provincials Trail
s Aug. 59 Peewee AAA Provincials Kamloops
5 : Aug. 59 Bantam AAA Provincials Cloverdale
— Aug. 1215 Midget AA Westerns Newton
O Aug. 1215 Bantam AA Westerns Newton
) m Aug. 1215 Peewee AA Westerns Newton
T Aug. 1116 Baseball Canada Cup Kindersley, SK
w Aug. 1822 Baseball Canada Peewee West Brandon, MB
|: > Aug. 1923 Baseball Canada Midgets London, ON
- Aug. 1923 Fasoltft /Iyl RI WNMRQRivieres, PQ
ad Q) Aug. 2630 Baseball Canada Bantams Vaughan, ON
@ Aug. 2630 Baseball Canada Girls Bantams Richmond, BC
I Aug. 2630 FaSoltt /Iyl RI { NJalifag NS




Clinic Season Winding Down
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Kootenays, and the North still ongoing. Check the BCBUA website mainpage for information about a clinic near youatdtl{s upd
regularly.

Abbotsford Hosts Advanced Clinic

Even the Winter Olympics could not keepone in attendance. Importantly, a good own instructors were able to provide|a
people away from umpire education overtime was had by those in attendance,high quality educational experience with-
the February 2728 weekend in Abbots- who were all chomping at the bit to get a out the assistance of any guest instrjic-

ford. With the Gold Medal Hockey game3d 2 2 R &SI i F2 NJ { dzy Rtod or&FolkK\&ith viawe Fdve/ alvials
awaiting, 43 participants took part in the significant profit was turned as aresultofOF f f SR WA LISOALFf I |yR ¢
Level 3 Advanced clinic hosted by thehe outstanding attendance, also an im-instructors are to be commended. Rpb
BCBUA and Area 4 Director Rhondaortant goal with the reduction of the Allan, Troy Carmont, Don Hass, Mpark
thdzf &b ./ Q& (2L AY BamhygzOun@sNalir agsGchdidon Bag beRddweR, Jim Train, and Rhonda Pauls|
to provide a higher level educational come used to receiving over the years.

package that was well received by everyNot to be overlooked is the fact that our

Kelowna clinic well attended

Almost 20 umpires from various Interior cities attended the 2 day Advanced clinic in Kelowna in March. Instructofs Steve
Boutang, Bill MacMillan, and Troy Carmont offered up loads of instruction and experience to the students who rangecoim pge fr
Mc (2 WasSlazySR @SGSNIyaQo

Provincials Applications

As outlined in the Calendar of Events, BCBUA is taking applie@niced supervisor, and an opportunity to receive valuable fged-
tions for the various Provincials and Western Canadian Chanback as you try to improve your skills. Finally, our host asgocia-
pionships that we are under tions are counting on us, especially the local umpires of the
contract to allocate. Provincials host community. These are expensive
Chairman George Smith is in need of as many umpires as possirnaments to host, and by offering your services, you saye
ble for all of these tournaments. Complicating the fact that the association hundreds of dollars in travel costs that would
several BC Minor tournaments are being hosted on the Augustave to be absorbed with travelling umpires.
Long Weekend, there is a Major Oldtimers tournament on the I
. . ; . For those of you who reside in
same weekend that is asking for our services. While the " . .
. communities far from a host site, fear not. The BCBUA is gom-

BCBUA appreciates and respects the nature and scope of the .

. ) ; . .~ Mitted to
Qi IHIES (S, I ERIss MBS ST =t i SISl UA e roviding Provincials opportunities to those who must travell
hopeful that our membership will first and foremost fulfill our b g PP

contractual obligations to BC Minor Baseball by applying for Iong LRSIl s IS T VA
oS available to you to help offset your costs to attend an event.

BCMBA Provincials.
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Provincials and Westerns are a rewarding experience. It gives L
information file.

you a chance to meet and work with other umpires from

around the province. It offers you a chance to work in differ- BCBIJA Provincials Application
ent parks. It gives you a chance to be evaluated by an experi-

Condolences:
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http://bcbua.ca/PDF/campionship_info/Expression%20of%20Interest%20Feb%201.pdf

The Thud PrinCiple by Brian Cargnelli

| was in about my fifth year of umpiring

thought to myself, "this job is fun and |

and was starting to get calls from variouscan do this!" It was a gorgeous spring

allocators to work some games with
older players. Having "paid my dues"
working a lot of Little League ball | was
eager to now officiate for some players
who were beginning to play the game
the way it was intended. Or at least that
is what they thought. In retrospect they
NEFffte 6SNByQid I ff¢
the Little Leaguers.

| had enjoyed success as an official earl
on. In fact | umpired the championship
game for our local Little League in my
first year of umpiring and 2 years later |
was working at the district tournament
level. For a kid of about 14 years of age,
that was quite an accomplishment. By
the time | was asked to do the 18 year
2f Ra L gl a I

day, the sun was shining, there was a
nice gentle breeze, fluffy clouds, and |
was feeling good. Then, about the sec-
ond inning | hear it from the dugout:

"Give it a chance, Blue!"

This comment had come from the man-
agérrot thie defedzd&teamn fust AftBrNJ
called a ball. The pitch was obviously
high | thought, and the comment didn't

Yhother me greatly. | know managers are zone and you're killin' a pretty good

always "working the ump" to get all they
can, and that's just part of the game.
What did bother me a bit was that |
heard it several more times after | called
a pitch, and | began to wonder just what
was going on.

G &St & 2what R thigguiproliem?"y'm think2 yheé all as well as | thought.”

Little League District Championships, butng. | was having a good game and was

I had also worked my very first Provincialall over every pitch and play. | just could-

Little League Championship. All by the

n't figure out what he was talking about

age of 16. Needless to say | was feelingwith his "give it a chance" routine, and it

pretty confident in my own abilities as |
strutted out onto the field to work that

began to gnaw at me a little. | also no-
ticed | was getting some grimaces from

18 year old game even though | was onlythe pitcher from time to time, and this
16. | knew | belonged out there and soonentire thing continued for about four

everyone else would too. "Hey," |

innings! It was nothing serious, and not

on every pitch, but it was there and it
had me baffled.

Then between frames in about the fifth
inning I'm standing along side the platg
area, mask under my arm, still thinking
I'm in complete control of this game an

I'm doing a good job. Then this manager

heads out to coach third base and say,

lrjoknle 3575 he walks by...

"C'mon, Blue, you gotta give that curve
ball a chance! Some of those have the

pitcher out there."

That's it. Nothing loud, nothing angry,
but just a quiet comment as he walks
and it really got me thinking about my
performance. I'm thinking, "Could | ha
missed that many? Maybe I'm not see

mined to bear down and watch myself

for the rest of the game. | was not going

to let this guy upset my confidence andl
certainly not going to change my zone
suit him, but | was going to really con-
centrate and make sure.

(Continued on pag®8)

LIBRARY STOLEN by Steve Boutang

It appears that BCBUA is not immune to the costs of suffering without them for a | would personally like to thank the in-

theft after all. While our library materi-

als were undergoing shipment from Van-

couver to the Island, a large box of
5+5Qa ¢SNB adz2ftSyo
note that this action was through no

fault of anyone associated with the

BCBUA. However, the fact remains that

many of our educational resources are
gone. We did not carry any insurance o
these products as it was cost prohibitive

to do so. And so the loss was significant

in more ways than inconvenience of not
having these items. With limited re-
sources on hand to replace these items,
our board is faced with difficult deci-
sions ahead. While we all understand
the value of these items, we need to
weigh out the cost of replacement vs.

while.

The good news is that most of the In-
ngwaéﬁ Tyl {1
of replacing the library. Further, cost
cutting measures were put into place on

a
back to the BCBUA to help with the cost
all Advanced clinics so that we could

Turn enough of a profit as to justify

spending some money on replacement
of these items.

As a result, the board of directors also
stepped up and approved some money
towards this effort, and it is hoped over
a period of time this year that most of
the stolen items will be replaced and
available again for use to our members.

structors who contributed towards this
effort. | clearly asked a favour from
el A
ribu eﬁoin v%\r[|<c)us ways wereyg%[t})\%le
Troy Carmont, Jim Train, Mark Bodwe
Bill MacMillan, and Steve Boutang.

The new Librarian is Ed Berkenstock g
he looks forward to serving you in the
same way our outgoing librarian Jerry
Tregaskis did for years. Contact Ed di
rectly if you are interested in ordering
some educational material for use this
season.

Check the website out for more details|.
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(Continued from pagé.) the Victoria Eagleslt is too early to see this year. There are many opportunities

how this will affect the umpire availabilityto work in a Provincial tournament if you
one needing to maintain their Level 3 or at the lower levels as more umpires will want but you need to let us knowPlease
wanting to go up to the Level 3 will need be called upon to work more Premier fill out an application found on the BCBLU
to travel to attend a Level 3 clinidthere games.And the professional Victoria website where you can also find a list of
are no plans to hold another clinic in Vic-Seals have a new Manager for 2010. Heli® upcoming tournamentsLastly, if any-
toria in the near future with this poor former MLB All Star and Seattle Mariner,one wants a field evaluation this year,
level of interest. We do have a full slate Brett Boone.Seals baseball is fun and please get your requests in as soon as \
of Level 1 and 2 clinics happening in mostasonably pricedA few local umpires  can. Hope you have a great season!
larger communities in the AreaCheck the get to work so come down and cheer BIUEric Rasmussen

. . |
BCBUA website for a compete list. on! Area 1 Representative

Interestingly we have a second Premier | encourage all interested umpires to
and Junior Premiere franchise in Victoriacheck the list of Provincial Tournaments

ou

Issue Spotlight: Vancouver Island Area 2

A new season is upon us and | am lookingpsition of UIC has not been filled in thisfor a Bantam AA or Jr Premier game in
forward to a good one. | hope you are  area. Parksville. | would encourage all Jr um-
too! pires to find a mentor in their area, and

S Il e TR et out of their comfort zone and try the
First off, the clinics are up on the websitelevel 3 clinic was cancelled due to poor 9 y
hand at the next level. If you need help

and | hope the one that you are attendingegistration. | know how much effort Erici entifying a mentor in your town, | woul
will be the best ever. You all know the Rasmussen put in to the organization an '

areas that you should be workingonso A i A& | &aKIYS AlG R %d
make sure the clinician covers what you pect that we will hold one here on the
came to hear. Ask lots of questions and island next year as there will be a Super
make it a worthwhile learning evenf

tac%'. Thank you fo’the Sr.-Umpire]
in the Valley for volunteering for this
worthwhile program.

LG ¢62yQl 0SS t2y
vincial tournaments are upon us 9
keep informed and apply early fo
a tournament near you. | especia
encourage you Jr umpires to app
even if you are not sure that you

| would like to congratulate Morga
Wasiliew (see picture) from the Co
mox Valley for winning the Pro Im-
age Jr Umpire of the year. This mu
have been a tough decision as the
were many worthy candidates. Shq:
showed great improvement on the |
diamond as well as dedication to tHE=
local association by taking on the
role of umpire scheduler for Como}
Valley Minor Baseball and Komox
Masters Division with her sister
Thayna. A daunting task for anyon

let a lone two teenagers. Thanks g
out to both of you for your efforts!!

If all UICs pass on names and co
tact info to their area rep of um-
st pires they deem qualified we will

& mation to the tournament sched-
AR AL

{ uler in the appropriate age and

#l Thanks to Lorne Raymond for his
work last year as the BCBUA treg
urer and Fabian Poulin, from Nanaimo,
taking over the position this year.

| would like to thank Lynette Walley

for her past years as UIC for Campbell Clinic in Vancouver but we will probably
River and welcome John Caffery to the try again in 2012.

position. | would also like to thank Dawn | am the new Librarian for BCBUA as J€

Powelson for her past years as UIC for AISHE ) S GRS V7D £ IR

Oceanside and welcome Lisa Hewer. | Eﬁ]w ifgsgﬁ;n:gorcsmﬁlngg'nlf:r?tr;rls]vellg know if you need anything from the Li-
hope that our communication will remain. P . . 9 brary.

as strong as it has been in the past weydunior umpire ey & TR @3 e .
come back to Jerry Swaney in Port.AI- games in the valley to improve their field See you on the diamonds!

berni. | am sorry to say goodbye to Davei(;l;' ﬁleywt]ifr?ﬁg;?wﬁegztg:;;gifegrﬁd Berkenstock
Miles in the Comox Valley. As of yet the Y

Area 2 Representative

&% qualify, as you might be surprised.

aTregaskis stepped down this year. Let me

=
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rry

VOLUME 2, ISSUE 2 Page 4

R Oeé‘ BYito reepmrenel sogreope g ¥py: ¢

dzy



GET YOUR EVALUATION TODAY!

As part of the level 3 requirements, all you can attempt to qualify for National Besides being a mandatory componeit
level 3 umpires must have a current  standing if that is your goal in umpiringof level 3 qualifications, evaluations are
(within the'last 3 seasons) and SUCCESS=, .1 1ations cost $50. Like it or not, thid great to_9l to,help umpires |mpr0\ie. .
ful evaluation completed in order to i ; vel 3 m in dues were 2y Qi gl A0 F2NI e 2|dzNJ |j dzt
YEAYGEAY @2dzNJ adil f?i 3 E”l?%sé‘? 6°0's ‘o therbrink of expiry to request your
. educed Several years'ago when this : :
ways have preference when it comes to . . evaluation. For those serious about
. L program was implemented. This pro- . :
selection to Provincial and Western . . improvement, umpires should be evalyi-
. . - ram continues to be reviewed for bet- . . .
Championships. Some associations p%¥ : . . ated for promotion or information/
. ) tetr ways of doing business but will re- .
higher game fees for Level 3 umpires. education every year.

You have to be a level 3 umpire beforeg;a::n I (PSR el €1 [Eesitine ATHD ece:

FUN FACTS!! Did You Know????

1 The average life span of a baseball used in Major League playpgdhes! It appears that baseball players are nat

1 The longest game in terms of time was played on May 9, 1984. The game |the only ones defecting from Cuba these
lasted 25 innings and was 8 hours and 6 minutes long. The game had tp be| days. Legendary Cuban baseball umpjre

completed the following day because of curfew rules. Nelson Diaz recently defected to the
United States. Diaz has 26 years of um-

T¢KS GSNY G{LINAY3I ¢NIAYyAy3Ie 0SILY| ALJANAYT SELISNASYOSKAQHA
went to Hot Springs Arkansas to prepare for the new season due to colg Series League, including multiple Inter

weather in Chicago that year. Today, all Major League teams head to national assignments, and the Olympigs
warmer climes to begin preparations for the season anew. Many teams| | as recently as 2008. However Diaz was = _
F2NJ a/ | Olidza [ Sk 3dzS¢ I OlAzy® States in 2009 because officials feareq

he would defect.

Stump the Ump Spring 2010 by srian cargneli

Here is an interesting situation that oc-was said. Needless to say he was bat though is the guy | ejected. Since
curred to me at the Provincial Junior ejected. But that meant that the home there was no one able to take that spq
Championships in Kelowna several yedesm no longer had nine players left tothe number 5 batter comes up. This
ago. | was the 1st base umpire for thisplay the game. The visiting team as- batter reaches 1st base on a single to
game and there were several ejectionssumed that the game was over at this left and the tying run scores.

and a couple of injuries during the gamgoint. As the umpiring crew we had to
to a one of the teams. In fact if we had explain to both teams that the game :

. : : . comes out and asks the plate umpire
just one more player leave the game foactually continues at this point becauseabout batting out of order. The plate
this one team they would not be able tdhe rule states that the game continues :

field 9 players. And guess what, | had tozy’ G A f F G SFY OFy Q‘L:‘Bepgheagetﬁfa;l' %f%‘slf’aogethfrxagg;’e RARE

) : t theré was no batting o
|
eject that player! Since the team was at bat they got to order since the player in the number 4

Eisvplgéz)ggg' EuEss e, PrelEst il IBatting position was ejected and there
' was no one to take his place we just

580 a protest committee is called into thekip that spot. We now have Protest #

game. They met for about 20 minutes &

| explained the rule. Finally they agreeq 2

—

Immediately the defensive manager

So here is the situation:

In the bottom of the 7th inning, the
home team is at bat trailing the game
1. This was team was down to its last

nine players, one more player leaving . ) .
€ players, one more player leaving with our interpretation of the rule and

L2 game el welwere going .to S athe game continued. In fact the home
forfeit. So wouldn't you know it, a close

play at first base and | called the runnetream gets L ol @1 & ) @eling Eme ine

out for the first out of the inning. The Score 3 runs so that the score in the

runner then yells at me to get my headJaMe 15 OTLE. e Sl Gl one out,
out of my... well you can guess what bases loaded. The person who is next to

KSNB Aa GKS |jdzSaidaz
test committee. Do you uphold the prg
test or not and why. As always post
X/our answer on the BCBUA Online fo-
rums for a chance to win a prize.
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ictures from around the Umpire World
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