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Summer 2010 

Volume 2, Issue 3 

July 29-Aug. 2 Midget AAA Provincials Kamloops 
July 29-Aug. 2 Midget AA Provincials Prince George 
July 30-Aug. 1 Premier Provincials Nat Bailey, Vancouver 
July 30-Aug. 2 Sr. Men's Provincials Trail 
Aug. 5-9 Peewee AAA Provincials Kamloops 
Aug. 5-9 Bantam AAA Provincials Cloverdale   
Aug. 12-15 Midget AA Westerns Newton 
Aug. 12-15 Bantam AA Westerns Newton 
Aug. 12-15 Peewee AA Westerns Newton 
Aug. 11-16 Baseball Canada Cup Kindersley, SK 
Aug. 18-22 Baseball Canada Peewee West Brandon, MB 
Aug. 19-23 Baseball Canada Midgets London, ON 
Aug. 19-23 .ŀǎŜōŀƭƭ /ŀƴŀŘŀ WǊΦΩǎ Trois-Rivieres, PQ 
Aug. 26-30 Baseball Canada Bantams Vaughan, ON 
Aug. 26-30 Baseball Canada Girls Bantams Richmond, BC 
Aug. 26-30 .ŀǎŜōŀƭƭ /ŀƴŀŘŀ {ǊΦΩǎ Halifax, NS 
Sept. 1-6 Grand Forks International Grand Forks 
Nov. 4-7 Baseball Canada Convention Richmond 

Calendar of Events 

BC Umpire to World Championships  

Kelowna umpire Kelly 
Hunter was selected by 
Baseball Canada to repre-
sent Canada at the 
²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ ²ƻǊƭŘ .ŀǎŜōŀƭƭ 
Championships in Vene-
zuela August 13-20.  This 
ƛǎ IǳƴǘŜǊΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ LƴǘŜǊƴŀπ
tional assignment in base-
ball, but she is no 
stranger to International 
competition.  Hunter was 
the Canadian representa-
tive at the Athens XXVIII 
Summer Olympics in 
2004.  Hunter decided 
shortly after that time to 

take up baseball umpiring 
and has been working 
hard at her game ever 
since. 

The BCBUA wishes Kelly 
well in her newest chal-
lenge. 
 

Kelly working the plate at the recent Level 4 Clinic in Kamloops 

Greetings from the north. 

A multi-night umpire clinic 
was held in Quesnel, coor-
dinated by Jim Sagert, and 
nine participants attended. 

In Prince George, we had a 
strong turnout of 21 atten-
dees, with great thanks to 
Diane Lowery of the Prince 
George Youth Baseball As-
sociation for her work with 

the administration of the 
clinic. Planning for a sec-
ond small clinic is well un-
derway. We'd like to give a 
special welcome to senior 

(Continued on page 4) 

Way up Northé.. By Lance Brommeland ï Area Director Northern BC.  
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AREA SPOTLIGHT Area 6 -Thompson Okanagan ï Director Kris Hartley  

It is a busy season in Area 6 for umpiring this sea-
son with some great opportunities for some of 
our umpires. 

From a Registration point of view, Area 6 has in-
creased their registration this year with the re-
ŎǊǳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ȅƻǳƴƎŜǊ tŜŜǿŜŜ ŀƎŜŘ ǳƳǇƛǊŜǎΧΦ²Ŝ 
are looking for some more Adult umpires 
(parents) in the area as that portion of our regis-
tration has dwindled due to retirements, reloca-
tion or work commitments. 

In April, Kamloops hosted the BC version of the 
National Umpire Clinic which was attended by 
ƻǳǊ tǊƻǾƛƴŎŜΩǎ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ aŜƳōŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŀ ŦŜǿ ǎŜπ
lected Level 3 umpires who are trying to enter 
into the National Program.  

In May, Kamloops hosted two Golden Baseball 
Exhibition games between the Victoria Seals and 
the Defending League Champs, the Calgary Vi-
pers. The Golden Baseball League is a Independ-
ent Professional league with teams out of the 
United States and Mexico - except for three Cana-
dian Teams (Calgary, Edmonton and Victoria). 3 
BCBUA umpires were asked to umpire the 2 
games. Chris Connelly, Kris Hartley, and Josh Ken-
nelly.   Hopefully, Kamloops will get a franchise in 
the next couple of years. 

Those three umpires and Steve Boutang umpired 
the CCBC College National Championship hosted 
by Thompson Rivers University. It was a good 
weekend overall with the host committee & 
League Representative very happy with the um-
piring.  Thompson Rivers University was selected 
to be the host of this National Championship for 
the next two years so there should be more op-
portunities for BCBUA members to work this 
event! 

Looking toward to the rest of summer, Kamloops 
has a few more baseball events to host. Kam-
loops is hosting 3 Provincial Championships in 
July and August. The Junior Provincials, Midget 
AAA is July 30th ς August 2nd and Peewee AAA is 
August 5th ς 8th.  

On the administration side of things (besides be-
ing the Area Representative), I am the allocator of 
umpires for Bantam AAA, Midget AAA, Sr. Men's, 
and College (Thompson Rivers University) in Kam-
loops. As well, this season, I took over from Rich-
ard Christie as the Umpire Allocator for the only 
Canadian team in the West Coast Baseball 
League, the Kelowna Falcons. 

(Editors note ς Kris is a level 5 Western Hockey 
League official since 2002 and holds Baseball Can-
ada level 4 status). 

Youth Umpire on CTV! 

Abbotsford umpire Jordan Bjornsson was 
recently featured on a segment of the CTV 
ǎǇƻǊǘǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ άtŜǊǊȅΩǎ tǊƻǎǇŜŎǘǎέΦ  /ƘŜŎƪ 
out the BCBUA webpage for the link to the 
video.  Everyone at the BCBUA is proud that 
we have a celebrity amongst us at just 12 
years of age! 
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Tip of the Month by Steve Boutang 

Calling balls and strikes is simple.  
Any trained monkey can eventually 
do this.  What separates the good 
umpires from the average umpires 
is when you can develop a solid 
strike zone that is consistent 
through the course of the game 
from the first pitch until the final 
ƻǳǘΦ  !ƴŘ LΩƳ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ōŜƛƴƎ 
consistently competent.  It is all 
fine and well to be consistent, but 
if you are calling pitches strikes 
ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ƛƴ ŀ ōŀǘǘŜǊΩǎ ŜȅŜǎ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ 
time, you are not competent.  You 
have to learn to be good at both. 

The following tips on Consistency 
include exerts from a recent article 

ƛƴ wŜŦŜǊŜŜ aŀƎŀȊƛƴŜΧΦ 

Consistency is the foundation of an 
ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭΩǎ ŎǊŜŘƛōƛƭƛǘȅΦ  .ǳǘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ 
officials see the game differently 
from coaches or spectators, our 
definition of consistency differs as 
well.  Consistency is virtually im-
possible to measure.  Statistics 
ŘƻƴΩǘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǘŜƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǘǊǳǘƘ ŜƛǘƘŜǊΦ  
Stats might be useful to an evalua-
tor but they are not indicative of 
ŀƴ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭ ƻǊ ŀ ŎǊŜǿΩǎ ƭŜǾŜƭ ƻŦ Ŏƻƴπ
sistency. 

To be effective, an official must be 
capable of something called com-
petent consistency.  Consistency 

from game to game is related to 
the ability to concentrate on the 
task at hand.  This can be difficult 
for officials who are working beer 
league baseball, blow out games, 
or for those who run to the park 
and get changed in the parking lot 
as they run to the field.  But to 
work at a high level, concentration 
skills are a must. 

It is easier for an umpire to develop 
consistency when umpiring at the 
same level game in and game out.  

Officials working at amateur levels 
often find themselves jumping 

(Continued on page 7) 

Say what??? 

If a woman has to choose between catching a fly ball and saving an infant's 
life, she will choose to save the infant's life without even considering if there 
are men on base.  ~Dave Barry 

National Umpires Announced:  

The BCBUA supervisory team of 
Richard Christie, Troy Carmont, 
and Steve Boutang, in consultation 
with President John Berry, are 
pleased to announce the following 
selections to Baseball Canada 
Championships this summer.  We 
are sure that they will all represent 
us with distinction and honour. 

Bantam Girls: Linda Sam, Rhonda 
Pauls, and Lisa Brown-Rooke 

Peewees: Jim Train and Andre Jean 

Bantam: Jeremy Bresler 

Midget: Matt Lowndes 

Canada Cup: Kris Hartley and Don 
Violette 

Junior: Mark Bodwell 

Senior: Fabian Poulin 

The BCBUA would also like to con-
gratulate 4 of our members who 
were asked to Supervise.  In order 
to Supervise at a National Champi-
onship an individual must hold a 
Caravan Senior Course Conductor 
standing at minimum and have 
umpired many National champion-
ships at the highest levels. 

Troy Carmont ς assistant supervi-

sor at Canada Cup 

Rob Allan ς assistant supervisor at 
Midget 

Don Hass ς assistant supervisor at 
Bantam Girls 

Richard Christie ς Supervisor for 
Bantam Girls. 

 The 11 umpires and 4 supervisors 
represent the highest number of 
umpires that BC has ever sent to 
National championships. Congratu-
lations again to those selected. 
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umpire Tyler Morrison, who has 
moved from the Lower Mainland to 
"God's Country". 

We are looking forward to the 
Midget AA provincials at Prince 
George Citizen Field and Rotary 
Field in Prince George, July 29 to 
August 2. We already have a 
strong local crew in place with Terry 
Shaw, Andre Jean, Tyler Morrison, 
Rainer Lippmann and myself com-
mitted to working the tournament. 

The planning for umpires and offi-
cials for the 2011 Enbridge World 
Baseball Challenge next July is well 
under way, working with John, Rich-
ard, Steve and Troy on a memoran-
dum of understanding between 
WBC and the BCBUA. Among the 
major projects on the table are a 

significant move of portions of the 
left field and centre field fence, to 
make the venue fully-capable of the 
international level of play, and that 
will mean a relocation of the fabu-
lous electronic scoreboard in place 
at Citizen Field. 

I recently had the pleasure 
of making a trip to Toronto in mid-
May to meet with the Toronto Blue 
Jays as part of a contingent that is in 
discussions with the Jays on many 
areas of furthering the relationship 
between the MLB team and WBC, 
which is now the highest-level ama-
teur baseball tournament in Can-
ada. It was a treat for me in that I 
was able to step onto an MLB field 
before even seeing my first live MLB 
game, and we were treated so well 
by Steve Brooks of the Blue Jays, 
who toured us through the facility, 

allowed us to take pictures and 
video that will help in preparations 
for the 2011 WBC, introduced us to 
Paul Beeston, Alex Anthopoulos, 
Tony LaCava and Michael Volpatti, 
and hosted us for two Jays wins 
over the Texas Rangers. I was also 
able to leave with a bat auto-
graphed by Vernon Wells, and man-
aged to fit in a trip to the Hockey 
Hall of Fame. After those meetings, 
it is quite clear the Blue Jays organi-
zation is in tremendous hands and 
we may well see a return to glory 
sooner rather than later. 

Thanks, and the best to all this sea-
son. 

Check out the website for continu-
ing information about the World 
Baseball Challenge at: http://
www.ballcharts.com/worldbaseball 

(Continued from page 1) 

BCBUA MEMBERSHIP RISES: 

BCBUA Secretary George 

Smith reports that 2010 mem-

bership is up nearly 25% from 

last year.  Preliminary numbers 

indicate that BCBUA has 1478 

members this year, an increase 

over the 1180 reported in 2009.  

There are significant reasons this 

is the case, including the addi-

tion of new members from asso-

ciations who had previously not 

utilized BCBUA for their educa-

tion and clinics.  Further, the 

associations that have always 

used BCBUA for our services 

had a small increase in most 

cases. This can be attributed to 

good work that local UICôs and 

Area Reps are doing to promote 

umpiring in this province. 

President John Berry says he 

doesnôt recall seeing numbers 

this high, which is very encour-

aging given the financial bur-

dens associations have taken on 

with the reduction of Gaming 

funds. 

Berry Re-elected 

BCBUA President John Berry was re-elected to the post of President of Baseball BC at 
their recent Annual General Meeting. 

Berry, in his 4th term as BCBUA President, leads the board made up of member organi-
zations (Sr Men, Jr Men, BC Minor, Babe Ruth, Little League, and BCBUA). 

http://www.ballcharts.com/worldbaseball
http://www.ballcharts.com/worldbaseball
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Junior Premier  Provincials 2010 Pictures by Rob Allan 


