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HEY BLUE! Online 
BCBUA ANNOUNCES AGM DATE 
The BCBUA has announced the date and location for the 2019 Annual General Meeting.  The 

event will take place on Saturday October 26 at 1pm at the Sandman Signature Hotel- 10251 

Edwards Drive, Richmond, BC. 

There are several items up for voting this year.  Most notably, the resolution which would 

increase membership dues for the first time in a decade.  The full resolution is available on 
the website and was emailed to all members in September. 

In short, the resolution would increase dues for all umpires effective January 1, 2020.  Um-
pires who are 13 and under would pay $35 annually (up from $25) and all other members 

would pay $65 (up from $50). 

BCBUA President Sean Sullivan indicates the main reason for the proposal is because the 

association requires additional funding to continue to offer mentorship programs, instructor 

training, and to offset funding shortfalls from lack of Gaming Grants and similar revenue 
streams. 

ñBaseball BC contributes $5000 annually to BCBUA, and sometimes more, but any excess 
funding is never a guarantee.  Increasing membership dues will assure members of having 

these programs continue without interruption.  If we are able to gain increased Gaming 

funds, we can devote that to other areas we would like to improve onò, says Sullivan. 

As an example, in 2019 there was no additional funding provided by Baseball BC, but in 2018 

there was additional monies allocated to BCBUA.  

Dues have not increased in years and there is a long track record of positive feedback from 
the programs currently offered by BCBUA.   

                  SULLIVAN TO STEP ASIDE 
Sean Sullivan, President of the BCBUA, will not seek a 3rd term.  After 4 years at the helm, 

Sullivan, a native of Nova Scotia, will instead step aside and assume the role of Past Presi-

dent.  Sullivan cited work commitments as the main reason for not running.  Sullivan intends 
to be active in the association, but in a lesser capacity. Rhonda Pauls, former Vice President, 

was nominated and acclaimed to the role.  She will assume the position after the conclusion 

of the AGM October 26.  Pauls served as Vice President for the past 8 years. Jared Roberts of 
Victoria will take over as Treasurer as incumbent Rick Antoniak declined to run. 
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             BCBUA Membership remains near record high in 2019  

ORDINARY RESOLUTION 1 Member dues for members who will not have 

turned 14 by December 31 in that year be increased from $25 to $35 per year, 

and member dues for all other members, except life members, be increased 

from $50 to $65 per year;  

  

SPECIAL RESOLUTION 1 (if approved previously by the board of directors, 

requires 2/3 majority in favour by all members present in person) The bylaws 

of the Society be amended by providing that the term of office as a director of 

the immediate Past President be two years and s. 4.2(a) of the bylaws be 

amended to read:  ñ(a) immediate Past President, whose term of office shall be 

2 yearsò;  

  

SPECIAL RESOLUTION 2 (if approved previously by the board of directors, 

requires 2/3 majority in favour by all members present in person) The bylaws 

of the Society be amended by providing that a resolution in writing, consented 

to in writing by a majority of the directors, is as valid and effective as if regular-

ly passed at a meeting of directors, unless a director requests that the proposed 

resolution be discussed at a meeting of directors prior to a vote being taken, 

and to amend the last sentence in s.5.4 of the bylaws to read as follows:  ñA res-

olution consented to in writing by all of the directors, or a resolution consented 

to in writing by a majority of the directors if no director has requested that the 

proposed resolution be discussed at a meeting of directors prior to a vote being 

taken, is as valid and effective as if regularly passed at a meeting of directors.ò  

                       CLINIC REPORT 

AGM RESOLUTIONS UP FOR VOTING 

Once again the BCBUA conducted 

a record number of clinics 

throughout the province in 2019.  

Nearly 80 clinics took place which 

netted a total of  nearly 1650 regis-

tered members.  This  number 

represents a nearly identical total 

from 2018.   

There will be a full accounting of 

the membership numbers and 

breakdowns by level made availa-

ble at the AGM in Richmond. 

In addition to level 1-2 clinics, 

there was Superclinic in Ab-

botsford, the Umpire Academy in 

Kamloops, and National clinic also 

in Kamloops.  Despite the multi-

tude of clinics taking place, there 

are still umpires who choose to 

register online and do not attend 

these valuable learning seminars.  

Clinics aren't the same as they 

used to be.  Levels are split into 

theory/rules, and practical gym 

components more evenly than in 

previous years.   

There are also still associations 

out there that donôt hold clinics. 

This is a huge disservice to the 

players, and the umpires who are 

asked to go onto the field and offi-

ciate games.   

Lets all try to get out to a clinic in 

2020! 

IN MEMORIAM 

Itôs with great sadness that we in-

form you of the passing of Mike 

Davis. Mike was a level three umpire 

out of Richmond and will be dearly 

missed by our members. 

He was a well liked man both on and 

off the field and his presence in the 

association will be missed by all who 

knew him. 

 

We also are sad to report the passing 

of former BCBUA umpire Michael 

Rogers of Nanaimo.  Mike was the 

son of National Umpire Dan Rogers.   

Mike had a short but valiant battle 

against cancer.  We offer our 

thoughts and prayers to Dan and his 

wife Theresa on their loss. 
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¢Lt{ Chw м-aŀƴ {ȅǎǘŜƳΧ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ Řƻ ƛǘΦ 

ό¢Ƙƛǎ ŀǊǝŎƭŜ ǿŀǎ ǘŀƪŜƴ ŦǊƻƳ wŜŦŜǊŜŜ aŀƎŀȊƛƴŜύ 

LǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ƴŜǿǎ ǘƘŀǘ ōǳŘƎŜǘǎ ŦƻǊ ŀǘƘƭŜǝŎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎΣ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ƛƴ ǊŜŎǊŜŀǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǘǊŀƳǳǊŀƭ ƭŜŀƎǳŜǎΣ ƘŀǾŜ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǝƎƘǘŜƴŜŘΦ hƊŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŬǊǎǘ ƛǘŜƳǎ 

ǘǊƛƳƳŜŘ ŀǊŜ ƻŶŎƛŀǝƴƎ ŦŜŜǎ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ƻŶŎƛŀƭǎ ŀǎǎƛƎƴŜŘ ǘƻ ŀ ƎŀƳŜΦ ¢Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅ ǘǊǳŜ ƛƴ ǎƻƊōŀƭƭΦ ¢ƘŜ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜ-ǳƳǇƛǊŜ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ Ƴŀȅ 

ƴƻǘ ōŜ ŀƭƭƻǿŜŘ ōȅ ǎǘŀǘŜ ƻǊ ƴŀǝƻƴŀƭ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǝƻƴ ŜŘƛŎǘΦ Lƴ ǎƻƳŜ ŀǊŜŀǎΣ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ŎƻƳƳƻƴ ǇǊŀŎǝŎŜΦ 

LŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ ǎƻƭŜ ƴŜǾŜǊ ǘŀƪŜ ȅƻǳǊ ŜȅŜǎ ƻũ ǘƘŜ ōŀƭƭΣ ŜȄŎŜǇǘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǝƳŜ Ǉƭŀȅ ƻǊ ŀ ƭƛǾŜ-ōŀƭƭ ŀǇǇŜŀƭ ōŜƛƴƎ ƳŀŘŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōŀǎŜǎΦ Lƴ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘƻǎŜ 
ǎƛǘǳŀǝƻƴǎΣ ŀǎ ǎƻƻƴ ŀǎ ȅƻǳ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ŎŀƭƭΣ ǉǳƛŎƪƭȅ ǘǳǊƴ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ƛŦ ǘƘŜ ǊǳƴƴŜǊ ŎǊƻǎǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜƭȅ ǘǳǊƴ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ǉƭŀȅ ǘƻ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŜ 
ōŀƭƭ ǿŀǎ ƘŜƭŘ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǘ ōƻōōƭŜŘ ƻǊ ŘǊƻǇǇŜŘΦ 

IŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǎƻƳŜ ƳƻǊŜ ƳŜŎƘŀƴƛŎǎ ǝǇǎΦ 

bƻ ǊǳƴƴŜǊǎ ƻƴ ōŀǎŜΧΦhƴ ŀ ƎǊƻǳƴŘ ōŀƭƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŬŜƭŘΣ ƘǳǎǘƭŜ ƻǳǘ ŦǊƻƳ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ ŬǊǎǘ-ōŀǎŜ ƭƛƴŜ ƛƴǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ ŘƛŀƳƻƴŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǎƛȄ 
ŦŜŜǘ ƻũ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƴŜΦ .Ŝ ǎǘŀǝƻƴŀǊȅ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ Ŏŀƭƭ ŀƴŘ ōŜ ǊŜŀŘȅ ǘƻ ƳƻǾŜ ǘƻǿŀǊŘ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƴǘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘƛŀƳƻƴŘ ƛŦ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀƴ ƻǾŜǊǘƘǊƻǿΦ LŦ ǘƘŜ ōŀƭƭ 
ƎƻŜǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŬŜƭŘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ōŀǎŜ ƘƛǘΣ ƳƻǾŜ ǘƻǿŀǊŘ ǘƘŜ ǇƛǘŎƘŜǊΩǎ ǇƭŀǘŜΦ LŦ ǘƘŜ Ǉƻǎǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ŜȄǘǊŀ ōŀǎŜǎ ŜȄƛǎǘǎΣ ƳƻǾŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǊǳƴƴŜǊ ōǳǘ ƪŜŜǇ ŀƴ ŜȅŜ 
ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōŀƭƭΦ 

hƴ ƅȅ ōŀƭƭǎΣ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǇǊƻŎŜŘǳǊŜ ŜȄŎŜǇǘ ȅƻǳ Ƴǳǎǘ ƎŜǘ ŀƴ ŀƴƎƭŜ ƛŦ ǘƘŜ Ǉƻǎǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ŀ ǘǊŀǇ ŜȄƛǎǘǎΦ hƴ ōŀƭƭǎ Ƙƛǘ Řƻǿƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƴŜΣ ƳƻǾŜ Řƻǿƴ ǘƘŜ 

ƭƛƴŜ ǳƴǝƭ ȅƻǳ ƳŀƪŜ ȅƻǳǊ ǊǳƭƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ƘǳǎǘƭŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ƛƴ Ǉƻǎƛǝƻƴ ŦƻǊ ŀ Ǉƭŀȅ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōŀǧŜǊ-ǊǳƴƴŜǊΦ LŦ ǘƘŜ Ǉƭŀȅ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōŀǧŜǊ-ǊǳƴƴŜǊ ƛǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ ƳŀŘŜ 

ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀǘŜΣ ƳŀƪŜ ȅƻǳǊ Ŏŀƭƭ ŦǊƻƳ ƛƴǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ ŘƛŀƳƻƴŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŬǊǎǘ-ōŀǎŜ ǎƛŘŜΦ LŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƘǊƻǿ ƛǎ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ǊƛƎƘǘ ŬŜƭŘΣ ƳƻǾŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ǎƛȄ ŦŜŜǘ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƭȅ ƛƴ 

ŦǊƻƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ƭŜǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƘǊƻǿ Ǝƻ ōȅΣ ǘƘŜƴ ƳƻǾŜ ƛƴǘƻ Ǉƻǎƛǝƻƴ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ǊǳƭƛƴƎΦ 

wǳƴƴŜǊ ƻƴ ŬǊǎǘ ōŀǎŜΧΦhƴ ŀ ƎǊƻǳƴŘ ōŀƭƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŬŜƭŘΣ ƘǳǎǘƭŜ ƻǳǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭŜƊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇƛǘŎƘŜǊΩǎ ǇƭŀǘŜΣ ōŜƛƴƎ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ ƳƻǾŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǊŜŎǝƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

ǘƘǊƻǿ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƪŜ ŀƴȅ ǊǳƭƛƴƎ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅΦ Cƻƭƭƻǿ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎƭȅ ƳŜƴǝƻƴŜŘ ǇǊƻŎŜŘǳǊŜǎ ŦƻǊ ōŀǎŜ ƘƛǘǎΣ ƅȅ ōŀƭƭǎΣ ōŀƭƭǎ Ƙƛǘ Řƻǿƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƴŜ ŀƴŘ Ǉƭŀȅǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 

ǇƭŀǘŜΦ 

wǳƴƴŜǊǎ ƻƴ ŬǊǎǘ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŎƻƴŘΧΦhƴ ŀ ƅȅ ōŀƭƭ ƻǊ ƎǊƻǳƴŘ ōŀƭƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŬŜƭŘΣ ƘǳǎǘƭŜ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇƛǘŎƘŜǊΩǎ ŎƛǊŎƭŜΦ bŀǘǳǊŀƭƭȅΣ ƻƴ ŀ ōŀƭƭ Ƙƛǘ Řƻǿƴ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ƭƛƴŜΣ ȅƻǳ 

ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ȅƻǳǊ ŦŀƛǊκŦƻǳƭ ǊǳƭƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ƳƻǾŜ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ŀƴƎƭŜ ƻƴ ŀƴȅ Ǉƭŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ ŦƻƭƭƻǿǎΦ hƴ ŀ ōŀǎŜ Ƙƛǘ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ Ǉƻǎǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ 

ƻŦ ŀ Ǉƭŀȅ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀǘŜΣ ƳƻǾŜ ƘŀƭŦǿŀȅ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛǊŘ-ōŀǎŜ ƭƛƴŜ ƛƴ Ŧƻǳƭ ǘŜǊǊƛǘƻǊȅΦ LŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƘǊƻǿ ƎƻŜǎ ƘƻƳŜΣ ƘǳǎǘƭŜ ōŀŎƪ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƪŜ ȅƻǳǊ 

ǊǳƭƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ Ǉƻǎƛǝƻƴ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀǘŜ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǘƘǊƻǿ ƛǎ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳΦ ¢Ƙŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǊƳŀƭƭȅ ōŜ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōŀǎŜƭƛƴŜǎ ŜȄǘŜƴŘŜŘΦ LŦ ƴƻ Ǉƭŀȅ ƛǎ 

ōŜƛƴƎ ƳŀŘŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀǘŜΣ ƳƻǾŜ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŘƛŀƳƻƴŘ ŀƴŘ ƘǳǎǘƭŜ ƛƴǘƻ Ǉƻǎƛǝƻƴ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ȅƻǳǊ ōŜǎǘ ŀƴƎƭŜ ŦƻǊ ŀƴȅ Ǉƭŀȅ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōŀǎŜǎΦ 

.ŀǎŜǎ ƭƻŀŘŜŘΧΦhƴ ŀƴȅ Ƙƛǘ ōŀƭƭΣ ƳƻǾŜ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛǊŘ-ōŀǎŜ ƭƛƴŜ ƛƴ Ŧƻǳƭ ǘŜǊǊƛǘƻǊȅΦ .Ŝ ŎŀǊŜŦǳƭ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ ǎƭƻǿ Řƻǿƴ ƻǊ Ǌǳƴ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊǳƴƴŜǊ ŀŘǾŀƴŎƛƴƎ ƘƻƳŜΦ 

Cƻƭƭƻǿ ǘƘŜ ŀōƻǾŜ ǇǊƻŎŜŘǳǊŜǎ ŦƻǊ ƅȅ ōŀƭƭǎΣ ōŀƭƭǎ Ƙƛǘ Řƻǿƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƴŜ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŜƴŜǾŜǊ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ Ǉƻǎǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ ŀ Ǉƭŀȅ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀǘŜΦ LŦ ƴƻ Ǉƭŀȅ ƛǎ ōŜƛƴƎ 

ƳŀŘŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀǘŜΣ ƳƻǾŜ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŘƛŀƳƻƴŘ ŀƴŘ ƘǳǎǘƭŜ ƛƴǘƻ Ǉƻǎƛǝƻƴ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ȅƻǳǊ ōŜǎǘ ŀƴƎƭŜ ŦƻǊ ŀƴȅ Ǉƭŀȅ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōŀǎŜǎΦ  

¢ƘŜ ŀōƻǾŜ Ǉƻǎƛǝƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ ōŀǎƛŎ ƎǳƛŘŜƭƛƴŜǎ L ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘΦ 9ŀŎƘ ŎƻŘŜ Ƴŀȅ ǾŀǊȅ ƛƴ ǎƻƳŜ ŎŀǎŜǎΦ .ŜǎƛŘŜǎ ŎŀƭƭƛƴƎ ōŀƭƭǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǘǊƛƪŜǎΣ ƻǳǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǎŀŦŜǎΣ ŦŀƛǊ ŀƴŘ 

ŦƻǳƭΣ ȅƻǳ Ƴǳǎǘ ŀƭǎƻ ŎƭƻǎŜƭȅ ǿŀǘŎƘ ŦƻǊ ǊǳƴƴŜǊǎ ƭŜŀǾƛƴƎ ōŀǎŜǎ ǘƻƻ ǎƻƻƴΣ ƛƴǘŜǊŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ƻōǎǘǊǳŎǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƴŀƎŜ ǘƘŜ ƎŀƳŜ ƛƴ ŀ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ ƳŀƴƴŜǊΦ 

¢ƻ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭƭȅ ǿƻǊƪ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜ-ǳƳǇƛǊŜ ǎȅǎǘŜƳΣ ƘǳǎǘƭŜ ŀǘ ŀƭƭ ǝƳŜǎ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ƎƻƻŘ ŀƴƎƭŜǎΦ 



Cwha ¢I9 h±![ hCCL/9τtǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘ 
      .ȅ {Ŝŀƴ {ǳƭƭƛǾŀƴ 
 
!ǎ L ǿƛƴŘ Řƻǿƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ŦƻǳǊǘƘ ȅŜŀǊ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ./.¦! tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǎƛȄǘƘ ƻǾŜǊŀƭƭ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōƻŀǊŘ - L ŘƛŘ ǘǿƻ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊΣ L ƘŀǾŜ ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ 
ƴƻǘ ǘƻ Ǌǳƴ ŦƻǊ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǘŜǊƳΦ Lǘ ŎƻƳŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƳƛȄŜŘ ŜƳƻǝƻƴǎΣ ŀǎ L ǘǊǳƭȅ ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ Ƴȅ ǝƳŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ōƻŀǊŘΦ  L ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŦǳƭŬƭƭƛƴƎ Ƴȅ ǊƻƭŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōƻŀǊŘ ŀǎ tŀǎǘ 
tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΣ ǎƻ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ǘƻǘŀƭƭȅ ƎƻǧŜƴ ǊƛŘ ƻŦ ƳŜ ȅŜǘΗ  L ƘŀŘ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ ǿƛǘƘ Ƴŀƴȅ ǘŀƭŜƴǘŜŘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ǘǊǳƭȅ ŎƻƳƳƛǧŜŘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ 
ōŀǎŜōŀƭƭ ŀ ōŜǧŜǊ ƎŀƳŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ ƻŦ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǳƳǇƛǊŜǎΦ  L ŀƭǎƻ ŦƻǊƎŜŘ ǎƻƳŜ ǘǊŜƳŜƴŘƻǳǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎƘƛǇǎ ǘƘŀǘ L ŎƘŜǊƛǎƘ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ Ƴŀƛƴǘŀƛƴ ƎƻƛƴƎ ŦƻǊπ
ǿŀǊŘΦ   
 
¸ƻǳ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳǊ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǝƻƴ ƛǎ ƛƴ ŜȄŎŜƭƭŜƴǘ ƘŀƴŘǎ ǿƛǘƘ wƘƻƴŘŀ tŀǳƭǎ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ƻǾŜǊ ŀǎ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ WŀǊŜŘ wƻōŜǊǘǎ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ƻƴ ŀǎ ƻǳǊ ƴŜǿ 
¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊΦ  L ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŀƴƪ wƛŎƪ !ƴǘƻƴƛŀƪ ŦƻǊ Ƙƛǎ ǿƻǊƪ ŀǎ ƻǳǊ ¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ ŦƻǳǊ ȅŜŀǊǎΦ  wƛŎƪ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ǎƻǳƴŘ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƻ 
Ƙƛǎ ǊƻƭŜ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǎƛǎǘŜƴǘƭȅ ƪŜǇǘ ǘƘŜ ōƻŀǊŘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŜŘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŬƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ ǎƛǘǳŀǝƻƴ ǎƻ ǿŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƳŀƪŜ ǝƳŜƭȅ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴǎΦ  L ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǊŜƳƛǎŜ ƛŦ L ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŀƴƪ 
ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōƻŀǊŘΣ ŦǊƻƳ ƻǳǊ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ !ǊŜŀ wŜǇǎΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ ƘŀŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ǘƻ ǎǇŜŀƪ ǳǇ ŀƴŘ ǾƻƛŎŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴǎκƻǇƛƴƛƻƴǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƭŜŘ ǘƻ Ǌƻōǳǎǘ 
ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ƳƛƴŘΣ ǘƘŜ ōƻŀǊŘ ŎƘƻƻǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ǿŀȅ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘΦ   
 
¢ƘŜ ōƻŀǊŘ ǿŀǎ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ƎǊƻǿ ƻǳǊ ƎǊŀǎǎǊƻƻǘǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳƛƴƎΣ ƻǳǊ ƳŜƴǘƻǊǎƘƛǇ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǊ bŀǝƻƴŀƭ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜǎ ǘƻ ƭŜŀŘ ŀƴŘ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǾȅ ƻŦ 
ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǘ ƻŦ /ŀƴŀŘŀΦ  ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ƛƴǾŜǎǘŜŘ ŀ ǘǊŜƳŜƴŘƻǳǎ ŀƳƻǳƴǘ ƻŦ ǝƳŜ ŀƴŘ ƳƻƴŜȅ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ /ŀǊŀǾŀƴ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǿ ƘŀǾŜ ƻǾŜǊ пл ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƻǊǎ ǘƘŀǘ 
ŀǊŜ ǿŜƭƭ ǇƭŀŎŜŘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ tǊƻǾƛƴŎŜΦ ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ƘŜƭŘ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊ !ŘǾŀƴŎŜŘ ŀƴŘ {ǳǇŜǊ /ƭƛƴƛŎǎΣ ƻǳǊ ¦ƳǇƛǊŜ !ŎŀŘŜƳȅ ƛǎ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǎǘƻǊȅ ŀǎ ƛǘ ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜǎ ǘƻ ƎŜƴπ
ŜǊŀǘŜ ƻǳǊ ƴŜȄǘ ǿŀǾŜ ƻŦ bŀǝƻƴŀƭ ƭŜǾŜƭ ǳƳǇƛǊŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŦƻǊƎŜŘ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǊŜƭŀǝƻƴǎƘƛǇ ǿƛǘƘ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ a[. ǳƳǇƛǊŜǎ ǿƘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ǳǎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǝƳŜ ƛƴ 
ǘƘŜ ƻũ ǎŜŀǎƻƴ ǘƻ ŀǎǎƛǎǘ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǳǊ ŎƭƛƴƛŎǎΦ   
 
¢ƘŜ ōƻŀǊŘ Ƙŀǎ ŦƻǳƎƘǘ ƘŀǊŘ ŦƻǊ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ǿƘŜƴ ƛǘ ŎƻƳŜǎ ǘƻ ǳƳǇƛǊŜ ŀōǳǎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŜȄŎŜǎǎƛǾŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ŜƧŜŎǝƻƴǎ ǿŜ ǎŜŜ ȅŜŀǊ ƻǾŜǊ ȅŜŀǊΦ  L Ŏŀƴ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ 
ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ Ƴŀȅ ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻǿ ōŜƎǳƴ ǘƻ Ŭƴŀƭƭȅ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ƻǇƛƴƛƻƴǎ ōȅ ǇŀǊǝŎƛǇŀǝƴƎ ƛƴ ǘǿƻ ŜȄǘǊŀƻǊŘƛƴŀǊȅ ŎƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ ƳŜŜǝƴƎǎΦ  CƛǊǎǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ t.[ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘŜƴ ƭŜŘ 
ǘƻ ŀ ƳŜŜǝƴƎ ƘƻǎǘŜŘ ōȅ .ŀǎŜōŀƭƭ ./ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǝƻƴǎ ǘƻ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎ ŀ ŎƻƴǎƛǎǘŜƴǘ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭƛƴŜ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ŦƻǊ ōŀǎŜōŀƭƭ ƛƴ ./Φ  ²Ŝ ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜ ǘƻ ǇǊƻπ
ŦŜǎǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƭŜŀƎǳŜǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŀŘƻǇǝƴƎ ŀ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭƛƴŜ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŀǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ b/!! ŀƴŘ ¦{ IƛƎƘ {ŎƘƻƻƭΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ŎƻŀŎƘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǇƭŀȅŜǊǎ Ŏŀƴ ǎŜŜ 
ǿƘŀǘ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭƛƴŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƭŜǾƛŜŘ ǇǊƛƻǊ ǘƻ ŀƴȅ ƳƛǎŎƻƴŘǳŎǘ ƻŎŎǳǊǊƛƴƎΦ  ¢Ƙŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ƘƻǇŜŦǳƭƭȅ ŘŜǘŜǊ ǘƘƛǎ ǳƴƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅ ōŜƘŀǾƛƻǳǊ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭƻǿ ǳƳǇƛǊŜǎ ǘƻ ǳƳǇƛǊŜΣ 
ǇƭŀȅŜǊǎ ǘƻ Ǉƭŀȅ ŀƴŘ ŎƻŀŎƘŜǎ ǘƻ ŎƻŀŎƘΦ  IŜǊŜΩǎ ƘƻǇƛƴƎΗ 
 
L ƭƻǾŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǇƻǊǘ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜ ǘƻ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǇƻǊǘΦ  L ŀƳ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ƘȅǇŜŘ ŦƻǊ ƴŜȄǘ ȅŜŀǊǎ ǎŜŀǎƻƴ ŀǎ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ Ƴŀƴȅ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ǇǊƻǳŘ ƻŦΗ  IƻǇŜ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ 
ȅƻǳ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ !Da ǘƘƛǎ hŎǘƻōŜǊ нсΣ ŎƘŜŎƪ ǘƘŜ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ŦƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎΦ 
 
{Ŝŀƴ {ǳƭƭƛǾŀƴ 
tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ 
./.¦!         
 
/ŀƴŀŘŀ /ǳǇ /ǊŜǿ ōŜƭƻǿΥ {ǳǇŜǊǾƛǎƻǊǎ wƻō !ƭƭŀƴ ŀƴŘ {ǘŜǾŜ .ƻǳǘŀƴƎΣ ¦ƳǇƛǊŜǎ {Ŝŀƴ ²ŜŀǘƘŜǊƘƛƭƭ ŀƴŘ .ƭŀƛǎŜ [ŀǾŜŀȅ 



Above: BCBUA Umpires John Pentland and Gary Webber at the Peewee Nationals 

Below: Gary Webber correctly sets in fair territory with R3 during the pitch. 



POINT OF THE PLATEð A TUTORIAL 

 

When working the plate, angles on 

calls are often overlooked.  When 

you see umpires on TV, they are 

making their calls at all sorts of 

different angles than what we 

probably were taught or what we 

currently do.  Thereôs a reason for 

that, just like there is a reason for 

everything we do on the field! 

Hereôs a quick lesson on what to do 

for those sometimes difficult plays. 

When the ball is put into play and 

it appears that a runner will try to 

score, take 1 or 2 big steps back-

wards towards the screen so you 

can read the play. 

From there, adjust to first base line 

extended or third base line extend-

ed depending on the type of play 

you have. 

For plays that are not going to be 

closeðie the runner is caught dead 

to rights and the ball is going to 

beat him by 10 feet or more, you 

can reasonably assume that a slide 

play will happen.  In this instance, 

take up your position at the point 

of the plate or on first base line 

extended. 

If it appears like the play will be 

closer, or if you see the catcher 

having to reach out in front of him 

to go and get the ball, you can 

reasonably assume that a swipe tag 

may occur. 

90 percent of the plays are going to 

be swipe tags. 

Take up your position along third 

base line extended and watch to 

see the daylight (catchers glove 

either making contact with the 

runner or missing him).  If you do 

this correctly, you will be in perfect 

position to see those close swipe 

tags. 

As we see in the picture to the left, 

National umpire Ethan McNamara 

is starting from the point of the 

plate.  Since it isnôt a swipe tag 

situation and is a slide play, he 

stays at the point to watch the play 

and make his call from there. 

Practice this in your basement this 

winter and be ready to implement 

that in your first games next 

spring!  

BC Umpire John Pentland at the Peewee National in Quebec 

  с 



Andre Jean (right) and Ed Levinson (left) enjoying a joke at the plate 

Strike 3! Says Andre Jean 

Life Member Jerry Tregaskis ï beating Cancer yet again! Way to go Jerry! 

John Pentland is Johnny on the Spot to make the call! 

(L to R) Jacob Daniels, 

Ethan McNamara, and 
Tavin Edge 
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NATIONALS 2019 

 

Mike GreenðPeewee West 

Lane Yakemchukð        

Peewee West 

Craig BurtðPeewee West 

Bill KeeganðPeewee West 

 

Gary WebberðPeewee  

National 

John PentlandðPeewee 

National 

 

Jared RobertsðPeewee 

Atlantic 

 

Shawn Birdð U15 

Jon HollettðU15 

 

Kevin BurkðSr Women 

Les MaerovðSr Women 

 

Trevor SharpeðU18 

Bruce KristinsonðU18 

 

Sean Weatherhillð        

Canada Cup 

Blaise LaveayðCanada Cup 

 

Corey KleinðJr Men 

 

Darcy RyszðSr Men 

 

Sean SullivanðT12 

Scott EckardtðT12 

Steve BoutangðT12 

GRAND FORKS INTERNATIONAL 

Abbotsford umpire Rhonda Pauls was selected to her fourth International tour-

nament in August when she attended the Pan American Womenôs World Cup of 

Baseball in     Aguascalientes, Mexico. 

Pauls previous stops have included Cuba, Japan, and Toronto. 

The event featured 8 clubs from the Americaôs who all were attempting to quali-

fy for the Womenôs World Cup in 2020. 

Pauls worked first base in the Championship game, but her highlight was work-

ing home plate for the Cuba vs USA game, the tournamentôs feature matchup in 

round robin play. 

The Following Umpires worked 

the 37th Grand Forks Interna-

tional  Tournament 

Steve BoutangðChief Umpire 

Sean Sullivan 

Scott Eckardt 

Rhonda Pauls 

Phil Bourgeois 

Blaise Laveay 

Jayden Saban 

Sean Weatherhill 

Matt Hicketts 

Joe Mallinson (Selected but injured) 

 

PAULS SELECTED TO PAN-AM WOMEN 

 

  у 
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West Coast League Umpire Jared Roberts of Victoria shaking hands with Former Montreal Expo and now Victoria Harbourcat Manager 
Todd Haney.  Victoria were defeated in the League Championship Final 2 games to 1. 

West Coast League Staff 2019 Season 

Steve Boutang ï Umpire Administrator 

Sean Sullivan  Shawn Bird 

Scott Eckardt   Gord McFarlane 

Jared Roberts  Shawn Schaefer 

Nick Moore   Sean Weatherhill 

Jon Hollett   Tyler Pentland 

Jayden Saban  Blaise Laveay 

Troy Carmont  Bruce Kristinson 

Rhonda Pauls  Darcy Rysz 

Corey Klein   Kevin Burk 

Phil Bourgeois  Matt Hicketts 

Mark Bodwell  Brendan Lim 

The following umpires received WCL Playoff Assignments in 2019 

Steve Boutang ï Umpire Administrator 

Scott Eckardt ï Division Series and Final Series  

Nick Moore ï Division Series and Final Series 

Jon Hollett ï Division Series 

Jayden Saban ï Division Series 

Blaise Laveay ï Final Series 

Sean Weatherhill ï Final Series 



Peewee West Nationals ï BC Umpires in Front row include Mike Green, Craig Burt, Lane Yakemchuk and Bill Keegan.  Back Row ï Supervisor Steve Boutang 

STRUGGLING ON THE BASES? 

 By Jon Bible (for Referee Magazine) 

²Ƙŀǘ Řƻ ȅƻǳ Řƻ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǎǘǊǳƎƎƭƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōŀǎŜǎΚ ²ŜΩǊŜ ŀƭƭ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ōŀƴƎ-ōŀƴƎ Ǉƭŀȅǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǿŜ Řƻ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǊƛƎƘǘ ōǳǘ ŦǊŜŜȊŜ-ŦǊŀƳŜ 

ǾƛŘŜƻ ǎƘƻǿǎ ǿŜ ƳŀŘŜ ǘƘŜ ǿǊƻƴƎ ŎŀƭƭΤ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ŀ ŦǳƴŎǝƻƴ ƻŦ ōŜƛƴƎ ƘǳƳŀƴΦ .ǳǘ ǿƘŀǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ Ƴƛǎǎ ƻōǾƛƻǳǎƭȅΣ ƳŀȅōŜ ŜǾŜƴ ōŀŘƭȅΚ 

²Ƙŀǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘΚ !ƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ Ŏŀƴ ǿŜ Řƻ ǘƻ ǊŜŎƻǾŜǊΚ 

¢ƛƳƛƴƎΧΦ  

DƻƻŘ ǝƳƛƴƎ ƛǎ ŀǎ ŜǎǎŜƴǝŀƭ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōŀǎŜǎ ŀǎ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀǘŜΦ L ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻ ƛŘŜŀ ǿƘȅΣ ōǳǘ L ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǘŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǉǳƛŎƪŜǊ ƛƴ ŎŀƭƭƛƴƎ Ǉƭŀȅǎ ŀǘ ŬǊǎǘ ōŀǎŜ 
ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊŎŜ-ƻǳǘǎ ǘƘŀƴ L ǿŀǎ ƻƴ ǘŀƎ ǇƭŀȅǎΦ L ƘŀŘ ǘƻ Ŏƻƴǎǘŀƴǘƭȅ ŜƴƎŀƎŜ ƛƴ ǎŜƭŦ-ǘŀƭƪ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ƳȅǎŜƭŦ ǎƭƻǿ ǳǇ ƛƴ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǎƛǘǳŀǝƻƴǎΦ{ƻ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ȅƻǳ 
ƪƛŎƪŜŘ ŀ ŎŀƭƭΣ ŀǎǎŜǎǎ ȅƻǳǊ ǝƳƛƴƎΤ ŎƘŀƴŎŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ƛǘ ǘƻƻ ǉǳƛŎƪƭȅΦ bƻ ƳŀǧŜǊ Ƙƻǿ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜŘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƻǊ Ƙƻǿ ǎƻǳƴŘ ƻǳǊ ōŀǎƛŎ ƧǳŘƎπ
ƳŜƴǘ ƛǎΣ ƻǳǊ ƳƛƴŘ Ƙŀǎ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ŎƘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ǿƘŀǘ ƻǳǊ ŜȅŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǎŜŜƴΦ [Ŝǘ ǘƘŜ Ǉƭŀȅ Ǝƻ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƻ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ŀŘŘ ŀ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ƻǊ 
ǘǿƻ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ŘŜŎƛŘƛƴƎΦ CƛƎƘǘ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇǳƭǎŜ ǘƻ ǊǳǎƘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎŀƭƭΣ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ƛŦ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ŘǊŀƳŀǝŎ Ǉƭŀȅ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ǊǳƴƴŜǊ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎŎƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƴƴƛƴƎ Ǌǳƴ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǇŜǊπ
ŦŜŎǘ ǘƘǊƻǿ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ƛƴΦ Lƴ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƛƴǎǘŀƴŎŜǎ ƛǘΩǎ Ŝŀǎȅ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ŎŀǳƎƘǘ ǳǇ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘǊŀƳŀ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǎŀŦŜ ƻǊ ƻǳǘ ǘƻƻ ǉǳƛŎƪƭȅΦ 

tƻǎƛǝƻƴƛƴƎΧ 

LǘΩǎ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ŀƴƎƭŜ ƻƴ ŀ Ǉƭŀȅ ǘƘŀƴ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ƻƴ ǘƻǇ ƻŦ ƛǘΦ Lƴ ǘƘŜ ƻƭŘ ŘŀȅǎΣ ŦƻǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΣ ǇƭŀǘŜ ǳƳǇƛǊŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ōƛƎ ƭŜŀƎǳŜǎ 

ƻƴ Řƻǿƴ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ Ǉƭŀȅǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀǘŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛǊŘ-ōŀǎŜ ƭƛƴŜ όǘƘƛƴƪ ǇмрύΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǊŜǎǳƭǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƳ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǊǳƴƴŜǊΩǎ ōŀŎƪǎƛŘŜ ŀǎ ƘŜ ǎƭƛŘ Ǉŀǎǘ 

ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǘŎƘŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ ƘƻǊǊƛōƭŜ ŀƴƎƭŜ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƴŎŜǎ ƻŦ ƎŜǩƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ǉƭŀȅ ǿǊƻƴƎΦ Lƴ ŀƴ b/!! ǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ ǘƻǳǊƴŀƳŜƴǘ ƎŀƳŜΣ ŀ ǾŜǘŜǊŀƴ ǳƳπ

ǇƛǊŜ ǊǳƭŜŘ ŀ ǇƭŀȅŜǊ ǎŀŦŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀǘŜ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ŀ ǘŜŀƳ ŀ ǾƛŎǘƻǊȅ ŀƴŘ ǎŜƴŘ ƛǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ ²ƻǊƭŘ {ŜǊƛŜǎΣ ŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǾƛŘŜƻ ǎƘƻǿŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǘŎƘŜǊ ǘŀƎƎŜŘ 

ǘƘŜ ǊǳƴƴŜǊ ŀ Ŧƻƻǘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ƘŜ ǘƻǳŎƘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀǘŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ǳƳǇƛǊŜ ƭŜǘ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦ ƎŜǘ ōƭƻŎƪŜŘ ƻǳǘ ōȅ ōŜƛƴƎ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƴŜΣ ŎŀǳǎƛƴƎ ŀƭƭ ƘŜŎƪ ǘƻ ōǊŜŀƪ ƭƻƻǎŜΦ 

In the early ô70s, when I was in the minors, NL umpire Frank Pulli created a stir when he began calling tag plays at the plate from his 

ball-strike position. This caught on as umpires realized they had a better view with the ball and runner coming into them. Now things 

have evolved so that umpires start on the third-base line extended and adjust depending on how the throw comes in and how the run-

ner slides. 

https://www.referee.com/basepath-blunders/


Continued from page 10... 

Maybe you kicked the play because you werenôt stationary. You canôt see all the fine detail of a play if youôre on the run and your eyes are 
jiggling. Sometimes itôs hard to force yourself to stop when youôre far away from a play, as in a two-umpire crew where you have back-to-
back plays at different bases, but youôre better off to do this and focus on getting the best angle. 

Anticipation... 

Lƴ ǘƘŜ мфуп /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ ²ƻǊƭŘ {ŜǊƛŜǎΣ L ǿŀǎ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ōŀǎŜΦ ! ǊǳƴƴŜǊ ŀǘ ŬǊǎǘ ōǊƻƪŜ ǘƻƻ ǉǳƛŎƪƭȅ ŀƴŘ Ƴȅ ƳƛƴŘ ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ ŀǎ ŀƴ Ŝŀǎȅ ƻǳǘΦ ¢ƘŜ 
ǇƛǘŎƘŜǊ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ǇƛŎƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŬǊǎǘ ōŀǎŜƳŀƴ ǿƘƻ ǘƘǊŜǿ ǘƻ ǎŜŎƻƴŘΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ƘƛƎƘ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŬŜƭŘŜǊ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ŎƭƛƳō ǘƘŜ ƭŀŘŘŜǊΦ .ȅ ǘƘŜ ǝƳŜ ƘŜ 
ŀǇǇƭƛŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǘŀƎ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǊǳƴƴŜǊΩǎ ǳǇǇŜǊ ŀǊƳ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǊƳ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ōŀƎΦ .ŜŎŀǳǎŜ L ƘŀŘ Ƴȅ ƳƛƴŘ ƳŀŘŜ ǳǇ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ Ǉƭŀȅ ƘŀǇπ
ǇŜƴŜŘΣ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŀǎǎŜǎǎ ƛǘ ƻōƧŜŎǝǾŜƭȅΦ aȅ ƳƛǎǘŀƪŜƴ άƻǳǘέ Ŏŀƭƭ ǎƴǳũŜŘ ƻǳǘ ŀ Ǌŀƭƭȅ ŀƴŘ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ Ŏƻǎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘŜŀƳ ǘƘŜ ƎŀƳŜΦ 

²Ŝ ǎŜǘ ƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎ ǳǇ ǘƻ Ŧŀƛƭ ƛŦ ǿŜ ŀƴǝŎƛǇŀǘŜ Ƙƻǿ ŀ Ǉƭŀȅ ǿƛƭƭ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇΣ ŜǾŜƴ ǎǳōŎƻƴǎŎƛƻǳǎƭȅ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǎǇƭƛǘ ǎŜŎƻƴŘΦ LŦ {ŀƳ Ƙƛǘǎ ŀ ƎǊƻǳƴŘ ōŀƭƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

ƘƻƭŜ ǎƻ Cс Ƙŀǎ ǘƻ ōŀŎƪƘŀƴŘ ƛǘΣ ǿŜ ŎŀƴΩǘ ŀũƻǊŘ ǘƻ ƭŜǘ ƻǳǊ ŬǊǎǘ ǊŜŀŎǝƻƴ ōŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƴƻ ǿŀȅ Cс Ŏŀƴ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀȅΦ ¢Ƙŀǘ Ǉƭŀƴǘǎ ŀ ǎŜŜŘ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ƳƛƴŘ 

ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƻ ƻǾŜǊŎƻƳŜ ƛŦ ǿŜ ǎǳŘŘŜƴƭȅ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǿƘŀŎƪŜǊ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ {ŀƳ ǘǊƛǇǇŜŘ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōƻȄ ƻǊ ƛǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ǎƭƻǿΦ {ŀƳŜ ǘƘƛƴƎ ƛŦ .ƻō Ƙƛǘǎ ŀ 

ƎǊƻǳƴŘ-ōŀƭƭ ōǳƭƭŜǘ ǘƻ Cр ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ƻǳǊ ƳƛƴŘ ƛƴǎǘŀƴǘƭȅ ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊǎ ƻǳǘ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǊǳƴƴŜǊ ƛǎ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ Ŧŀǎǘ ŀƴŘ ōŜŀǘǎ ǘƘŜ ǘƘǊƻǿ ōȅ ŀƴ ŜȅŜƭŀǎƘΦ 

aŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ƳƛǎǘŀƪŜ ƻƴŎŜ ŎŀǳǎŜŘ ƳŜ ǘƻ ǊƛƴƎ ǳǇ ŀ Ǝǳȅ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ŀ ƘŀƭŦ-ǎǘŜǇ Ǉŀǎǘ ŬǊǎǘ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƘǊƻǿ Ǝƻǘ ǘƘŜǊŜΦ ²ƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻŀŎƘ ŀǊƎǳŜŘΣ L ǘƻƭŘ ƘƛƳ L 

Ǝƻǘ ŎƻƴŦǳǎŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƘŜ ǊǳƴƴŜǊ ǿŀǎ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǇƻǎƛǘŜ ŘƛǊŜŎǝƻƴΦ IŜ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ƭŀǳƎƘŜŘΦ 

Lƴ ǎǳƳΣ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ǘƘƛƴƪ ȅƻǳ ƳƛǎǎŜŘ ŀ ŎŀƭƭΣ Ǌǳƴ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŀ ŎƘŜŎƪƭƛǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǊŜŀǎƻƴǎΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ ƛŘŜƴǝŦȅ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳΣ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ōŜ ƭŜǎǎ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǘƻ ǎŎǊŜǿ 
ǳǇ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ƻƴŜΦ !ƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ Ǉǳǘ ƛǘ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ƳƛƴŘΣ ǘǳǊƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǾŜ ƻƴΣ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƳƛǎǎŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜ ǘƻ ƘŀǇǇŜƴΦ 

Umpire Academy Group Photo from Kamloops ï April 2019 

https://www.referee.com/four-errors-might-making/
https://www.referee.com/four-errors-might-making/


TOURNAMENT 12 ï Rogers Center 

BC Umpires ï Sean Sullivan and Scott Eckardt.   Supervisor ï Steve Boutang 

Above: Umpire Sean Sullivan prepares to call a pitch 

At Right: Supervisor Ron Shewchuk celebrates his 60th birthday at T-12 


